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think worth recalling. There seems to be no escaping the con-
clusion, therefore, that when Pope decided to publish the Dunciad
with Notes Variorum it was he himself (with Savage acting,
perhaps, as a sort of secretary) who worked through his four
volumes of Libels, Jacob's Poetical Register, Winstanley's Lives of
the Poets, and other works of reference or abuse. The purely
personal aspect of the Dunciad was Pope's own business; he could
hardly expect his friends to manifest a very lively concern over
what Dennis had written or Philips spoken against him a dozen
or fifteen years ago. But it, is just from such trivialities that the notes
to the Dunciad are often constructed.
The publication of the Dunciad Variorum was attended by delays
and mystifications similar to those of 1728. The same secrecy was
observed in the printing: Pope still refrained from handing his
poem over to a publisher, but sent the copy direct to the printer.
According to Dennis,1 the poem of 1729 was
printed by one Wr-t> who was formerly Operator to Alderman
B-9 and who lives in a Place call'd Peter's Hill . . . Does not
half the Town know, that honest J. W. was the only Dunce
that was persecuted and plagu'd by this Impression? that
Twenty times the Rhapsodist alter'd every thing that he gave
the Printer? and that Twenty times, W. in his Rage and in
Fury, threaten'd to turn the Rhapsody back upon the Rhapso-
dist's Hands?
Dennis's "honest J. W," is J. Wright, who was printing for Lawton
Gilliver in 1733, and perhaps earlier. He was sending Pope proofs
by October, 1728, but Pope took his time over them; he was in an
unusually wretched state of health, and his mother was having
one of her last illnesses. He was clearly worried, too, about the
trouble which might be in store for him. If it had been desirable
to proceed cautiously in 1727-8, it was still more necessary now,
when the names of the dunces were to be printed in full, and their
careers set forth in a succession of satirical notes. Pope did not,
in fact, publicly admit that he was the author of the Dunciad
until it was published in vol. ii of his Works in 1735; but Cle-
land's "Letter to the Publisher" in the quarto of 1729 had made
no secret of the fact that the poem was by Pope.
i. Remarks upon . . . the Dunciad, 1729, pp. 7-8.